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WELLINGTON

Dear Peter

Thank you for your letter of 22 June 2002 in which you offered the Society’s support
for the establishment by the Department of Internal Affairs of a properly maintained
dam register for New Zealand.

We agree with the Society's view that a properly maintained register would have
much value. During the recent consultative process undertaken by the Department, it
became clear that for some dams, the ownership details in the current register were
outdated, and at least one dam owner questioned his dam’s cument impact
classification. More importantly of course is the potential for downstream
development to render an impact classification obsolete, which points to a need for the
register to be reviewed and updated on a reasonably regular basis.

As to a possible role for the Department of Internal Affairs, we are funded w provide
policy advice to Ministers on the operation of the Building Act 1991, rather than
performing vperational roles under the Act. One of our policy proposals ansing from
the recent consultation process is that the Building Industry Authority should be
responsible for maintamning the register.

With respect to the current review of dam safety, [ can advise that we found the recent
consultative process both thought provoking and informative. As a result the policy
proposals contained in the consultative document were reviewed, and a number of
changes made. The principal changes proposed to the policy approach outlined in the
consultation paper are as follows:

» Empowering Regional Councils to perform a “two stage” process with respect to
ensuring the safety of existing dams:
o Stage one to involve Regional Councils undertaking an audit of dams in
their jurisdictions with a view to establishing whether the owners have a
satisfactory impact classification for the dam and a salisfactory safety
programme. In the event that both prove satisfactory, the Regional
Council takes no further action until the next review period.
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o Stage Iwo powers can be invoked in the event that the Regional Council
comes 0 a final view (ie after discussions with the dam owner) that either
or both the dam impact classification or the owner’s safety programme is
inappropriate. This would involve the Regional Council specifiang both
the dam impact classification and a suitable dam safety programme.

» Empowering the Building Industry Authorily to perform roles relating to
education on dam safety, mainlenance of a dam safely register, and dispute
resolution. (The proposal to provide the Authonily with an ability to specify a
default dam safety guidelines has been withdrawn in response o submissions that
such guidelines would be insufficiently flexible, and that satisfactory guidelines
already cxist in the form of those issued by NZSOLD.)

The proposed two-stage Regional Council process recognises that a number of dam
owners already have more than satisfactory dam safety programmes in place, and that
it would be counter-productive (o require both them and Regional Councils o incur
further significant compliance and regulatory costs. A diagrammatic summary of the
process is attached,

I should emphasiss that these changes have not yet been the subject of consullation
with other Government agencies. Mor have Ministers considered them. [n the event
that Ministers agree to the proposals, work will commence on their inclusion in a
Building Amendment Bill. Opportunities to make submissions on the Bill will arise
during the select committee stage of its progress through Parliament.

If Ministers agree to the proposals, | anticipate that work on the Building Amendment
Bill will conlinue 1o generate policy and design issues, and [ hope that we can
continue 1o meet and exchange views to assist with their resolution.

Yours sincerely

[

Michael Osmond
Senior Analyst
Paolicy Group
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Regional Council contacts dam owners
Seeks information on:

- Dam’s impact classification

- Owner's dam safety programme

Y
Dam owner supplies information

'

—

Regional Council determines
whether it needs to take any further
action, on basis of information
supplied and/or gathered

o

Regional Council determines that
owner has a satisfactory impact
classification for dam and
satisfactory safety programme l

Regional Council comes to a preliminary
view that either or both the dam impact
classification or the owner's safety
programme is inappropriate

Y

Y

Regional Council takes
no further action until
next review period

Dam owner considers Regional
Council preliminary view

Dam owner accepls
Regional Council view

Regional Council finalises
dam impact classification
and specifies dam safety
programme. Charges fee.

Dam owner makes

submissions on why it is
believed the Regional
Council view is inappropriate

'

Regional Counci
determines that dam
owner has a satisfactory
dam classification and

safety programme

Y

mcwm]
no further action until
next review period \

Regional Council
finalises dam impact

classification and
specifies dam safety
programme.

Charges fee.
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