
Light rail, Is New Zealand Ready for 

Light Rail ? ïWhat is Needed in Terms 

of Patronage, Density and Urban Form.



THE PROBLEM



LIGHT RAIL THE SOLUTION ?



INTRODUCTION

Light rail transit (LRT) provides the 

opportunity to run uninterrupted through 

busy streets, in built-up areas, with 

limited environmental/social disturbance 

and easy access for all members of the 

community. 

LRT represents a real opportunity for 

urban society to reduce its dependency on 

the car.



WHY HAS LIGHT RAIL BEEN SO 

EFFECTIVE ?

The success of light rail along defined corridors, can be 

attributed to its modern, often futuristic vehicles, 

perception of reliability, quietness, ease of access, 

climatic controls, and environmentally friendly nature. 

Plus the flexibility to be able to go next to where people 

live and where they want to go.

Basically, light rail appears a trendy new way to travel 

around our cities, compared to the car. The people love 

it !



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN



Why Not a Bus?





LRTôSIMPACT ON MODE 

SPLIT
In Calgary, Canada, for example, 

the southern LRT line has attracted 

22% of its patrons as previous car 

users.

In Paris, 6% are former car users  

and  14% are new travellers using 

the LRT for trips  home for lunch, 

etc, not previously undertaken.



ATTRIBUTES AIDING 

LIGHT RAILôS 

EFFECTIVENESS



LRT VEHICLES ARE QUIET, LIGHT, 

CLEAN, MODERN & FUTURISTIC

(picture un-available)



STREET RUNNING IN HEAVY 

TRAFFIC (SHEFFIELD )

(picture un-available)



STREET RUNNING IN GRENOBLE 

(FRANCE) WITH PRIORITY

(picture un-available)



STREET RUNNING WITH 

PRIORITY TO LRT & BUSES

(picture un-available)



GRADE & GRADE SEPARATED RUNNING 

(SHEFFIELD) IN OWN RIGHT OF WAY

(picture un-available)



ELEVATED TRACK 

(LONDON DOCKLANDS )

(picture un-available)



FULLY AUTOMATED LRT

(VAL SYSTEM IN LILLE )

(picture un-available)



LRT TRAVELS UNDERGROUND 

IN DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO

(picture un-available)



OWN RIGHT OF WAY (FORMER 

HEAVY RAIL TRACK AND STATIONS )

(picture un-available)



RUNNING THROUGH OPEN 

SPACE IN STRASBOURG

(picture un-available)



PRIORITY FOR LIGHT RAIL

(picture un-available)



SIGNALISED INTERSECTIONS WITH OR 

WITHOUT PRIORITY TO LIGHT RAIL

(picture un-available)



HEAVY RAIL TRAINS AND LRT

VEHICLES SHARE TRACK AND 

POWER IN KARLSRUHE

(picture un-available)



SHARING HEAVY RAIL 

TRACK AT SAARBRUCKEN 

Picture un-available



ACCESS ISSUES



LOW FLOOR ENTRY 

VEHICLES

(picture un-available)



LOW LEVEL FLOOR ACCESS FOR ALL 

INCLUDING THE DISABLED (GRENOBLE )

(picture un-available)



LOW LEVEL PLATFORMS INTEGRATED 

WITH FOOTPATHS (STRASBOURG )

(picture un-available)



SUPPORT 

FACILITIES



FEEDER BUSES & PARK RIDE 

FACILITIES IN CALGARY



LRT INTERCHANGE WITH HEAVY RAIL 

AT MAJOR STATION (MANCESTER)



INTEGRATED TICKETING IS 

FUNDAMENTAL

(picture un-available)



SECURITY POLICE ON ONE OF 

LAôS BLUE LINE STATIONS.

(picture un-available)



STATION ALARMS

(picture un-available)



MODERN WELL EQUIPPED MAINTENANCE 

DEPOT IN SALT LAKE CITY

(picture un-available)



Close integration 
of light rail 
stations with 

where people live 
and where they 

want to go.



ROUTE ALIGNMENT NEXT 

TO MAJOR ATTRACTORS

(picture un-available)



CLOSE INTEGRATION WITH 

TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

(picture un-available)



CLOSE INTEGRATION WITH 

WHERE PEOPLE LIVE

(picture un-available)



RESIDENTIAL APPARTMENTSIN ULTIMO 

ADJACENT TO STATION (SYDNEY)

(picture un-available)



OFFICES ADJACENT TO STATION 

(LONDON DOCKLANDS)

(picture un-available)



LIGHT RAIL ADJACENT TO 

STUDENT CAMPUS (NANTES)


