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Chairman’s Chat 

Recently, the Government released the Government Policy Statement (GPS) on Land 
Transport Funding and it is certainly a marked change from the GPS of the previous 
Government.  The government’s priority is for land transport investment to support national 
economic growth and productivity.  The aim of the GPS is to ensure that the use of land 
transport funding does so by directing investment into high quality infrastructure projects 
and transport services that encourage the efficient movement of freight and people.  Of 
particular importance to this priority are investing in the State highway network as a key to 
the efficient movement of freight and people, generating better value for money from the 
government’s investment across all land transport activity classes and enhancing the 
economic efficiency of individual projects.  Investing in the State highway network is 
important as there are significant constraints on its current capacity to efficiently move 
freight and people, leading to congestion in New Zealand’s major cities and addressing 
this will provide benefit through improved economic growth and productivity.  Another 
benefit is that it provides for the security of the principal network given that there should be 
little reason why roads are closed as a result of adverse events.  The GPS also notes that 
the government particularly wishes to see its investment contribute to a reduction in the 
number of fatalities and serious injuries on New Zealand’s roads and expects improved 
road engineering to have a positive impact on reducing fatalities and injuries over time.  
This is well overdue as it has always been noted that road safety engineering will provide 
the most significant contribution to reducing the road toll. 
 
The new GPS has created a significant change for Road Controlling Authorities in the 
development of their Land Transport Funding Programmes.  The change, which I 
personally believe is well overdue from a forward planning point of view, means that the 
Road Controlling Authorities are required to develop a three year forward programme.  
This should not have created too many problems for Local Authorities given that they are 
required under the Local Government Act to develop a Long Term Council Community 
Plan every three years.  The greatest benefit of this change is that a three year 
programme does provide for better planning especially for those projects that are likely to 
require resource consent or even land take, which as many have experienced can take 
time. 
 
In July, the National Committee will be meeting to identify what the new Group Strategic 
Plan should cover.  Your feedback from the survey carried out earlier this year will form a 
key part in assisting in the development of this Strategic Plan.  The National Committee 
will develop a draft Strategic Plan which will then be forwarded to all members for their 
comment over the next few months as this will be important in ensuring that you have your 
input.  Given that this is the last major task of the current National Committee, we will be 
aiming to have the final Strategic Plan adopted at the AGM during the Transportation 
Conference in Christchurch in late March 2010. 
 

 
Bruce Conaghan 
June 2009 
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Editorial 

I don’t know about the rest of you, but the first half of this year seems to have gone way 
too fast.  For my part I returned to NZ in March, only to make another trip to Canada in 
May/June.  Our road system may not be perfect, but at least our contracting industry can 
paint an edge line straight.  Almost made me weep in Canada to see miles of brand new 
pavement with an edge line that wandered all over the place.  I was once taught that if a 
road looks right, it probably is, and one of the most obvious things to look at is line 
marking.  When line marking goes astray, not only is it obvious – but it always seem to be 
in the ultimate long-life paint such that we are reminded of errors for years to come.  Errant 
line marking paint seems to be the contractor’s version of the “black box”, in that it is all but 
indestructible and lasts much longer than the stuff that goes where you want it. 
 
Here in New Zealand the revised GPS is out, various major projects are about to (or have 
recently) commenced in Auckland, and many other “stimulus funded” upgrades have 
occurred around the country.  For Auckland, it will be interesting to see the outcome of the 
Super City submissions.  Regardless of what happens in terms of the governance aspects, 
there will be much to be done to normalise standards and procedures across the councils. 
I suspect it will be some years before the various contracts have the same performance 
standards in them – or least have the same conditions of contract which will benefit the 
industry.  On this topic, the Auckland submission on the Super City is included in this issue 
for your reading pleasure. 
 
I have also recently been involved in some of the planning for transport issues around the 
Rugby World Cup within Auckland (no doubt others are working in similar roles around the 
country to make the event a success).  My role is through the Auckland Motorway Alliance, 
who are effectively a provider of infrastructure for the organisers to use during the event.  It 
is good to see such a diverse range of stakeholders (TLAs, ARTA, bus and taxi 
associations, rail, Police and NZTA) all working together for a common goal.  Let’s just 
hope that the All Blacks can win and make all the planning worthwhile – after all if it is an 
Aussie-English final, do we really care if their fans get stuck in traffic?   
 
We are still working on the change over to a fully electronic version of Roundabout.  A few 
of us are trying to work out what makes sense to still exist in a consolidated issues 
(chairman’s chat, members update etc), versus what could just be on the IPENZ TG 
website (for instance situations vacant).  If you have any thoughts, then drop me a line.  It 
is after all your magazine and for many of you is the primary contact with the wider group. 
 
In this issue I have peppered a few jokes to help keep up the morale as we head into the 
depths of winter.  As my 3-year old so nicely put it “I don’t like the cold, can we get in the 
car and drive to Barbados?” 
 
Keep well and keep warm, 
 
Ian 
 

Dr Ian Greenwood, Editor Roundabout 
Opus International Consultants, PO Box 5848, Wellesley St, Auckland 

Email: ian.greenwood@opus.co.nz. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Editors note: A number of jokes in this edition are courtesy of www.comedy-zone.net. 
 
 

 
A reversal of roles, with lines holding up the pole rather than vice versa.  Photo from Axel 
Wilke 
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Members Information 
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Welcome to New Members of the IPENZ Transportation Group.  
 
The management committee of the group have approved the nomination of the following new 
members and affiliate members. 
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Membership enquiries can be directed to the membership secretary: 
 
Matt Ensor 
Beca 
PO Box 6345 
Auckland 
Matt.ensor@beca.com 
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By Malcolm Douglass 
 
This is a history from 1956 to 2006 of the activities and the members of the Transportation Group of the 
Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand. 
 
This informative record also considers the changing environment, the political circumstances and the 
evolution of transportation in New Zealand over the past 50 years. With 33 illustrated pages of photographs 
and drawings it will be of interest to those involved in land transport which is so necessary to a modern and 
vibrant community. 
 
The book contains a wealth of historic and institutional detail of interest to professionals, elected politicians 
and people involved in planning and community development.  
 
This record fills a gap of value to engineers and the book will provide a ready reference on many aspects of 
the landmarks and development of land transport in New Zealand. 

 
Copies available by contacting; 
Don McKenzie  | Senior Associate  
Traffic Design Group Ltd | PO Box 2592 | 16 Turner Street | Auckland | New Zealand 
| ph 64 9 302 0901 | fax 64 9 373 3539 | www.tdg.co.nz 
Cost $25 incl GST and P&P in NZ. 
 
 
All NEW members of the IPENZ Transportation Group w ill receive a FREE copy of the above book.  
Prospective members, please complete the form a few  pages on. 
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Side Thrust Gauges 
 
The Transportation Group purchased a stock of this essential traffic engineering tool, thanks to the 
initiative of Land Transport NZ (Christchurch office). ViaStrada Ltd, who volunteered to organise 
the distribution and hold the stock on behalf of the Transportation Group, still have approximately 
20 units available.  If you haven’t placed an order yet but would like to, please contact 
helen@viastrada.co.nz. 
 
Please see http://viastrada.co.nz/story/side-thrust-gauges for more details. 
 
Costs are $207.10 for the side thrust gauge, and $169.90 for the suction clamp to fasten the device 
to your vehicle. They can be purchased together or separately.  Prices are exclusive of GST and 
courier costs, however if you collect the items yourself, the courier cost will be waived. 
 
 

�������	�����
��������	����������

 John Falconer and Tim Wright  have left Beca, and Paul Roberts has left 
Christchurch City Council.  John, Tim and Paul have formed a new consultancy 
QTP (Quality Transport Planning) based in Christchurch.  [tim.wright@qtp.co.nz] 

 
 Zoran Bakovic  has moved to PB Sydney to take up the position of Principal Traffic 

Engineer.  Both Zoran and Senaza Bakovic are also now registered Level 3 Road 
Safety Auditors in NSW. 

 
�
 
 
 
 

 
Send your news on members to: 
 

Dr Ian Greenwood 
Editor Roundabout 
c/o Opus International Consultants 
PO Box 5848 
Wellesley St 
Auckland 
 
Email: ian.greenwood@opus.co.nz.   
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IPENZ TG Conference: 14 – 17 March 2010 
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Amendment to New Zealand Standard NZS 4404:2004 Land Development and 
Subdivision Engineering 
 
NZTA in conjunction with Local Government NZ are funding Standards NZ (NZS) to 
amend NZS 4404 Land Development and Subdivision Engineering. 
  
An initial NZS working group meeting has been held with the following participants; New 
Zealand Transport Agency, Local Government New Zealand, New Zealand Institute of 
Surveyors, Cement and Concrete Association of New Zealand, Water New Zealand, New 
Zealand Planning Institute, Ministry for the Environment, Association of Consulting 
Engineers New Zealand, Road Controlling Authorities Forum, INGENIUM, Plastics New 
Zealand Inc, University of Auckland and The Institution of Professional Engineers New 
Zealand Inc. 
 
This initial meeting was primarily to agree on the terms of reference and scope of the 
project. The amendments already being considered by the committee include a number of 
legislative and other updates, some technical changes suggested by users, and other 
consequential improvements that will enhance the guidance it provides to local authorities 
and other stakeholders.  
 
The committee is also considering changes: 

·  to the road classification system in Part 3 of the standard to better align with 
classification currently adopted by Road Controlling Authorities 

·  requiring road safety audits to be undertaken to the same extent as required when 
NZTA funding is used to ensure safety is built into designs submitted to Local 
Authorities.  

·  Inclusion of urban design and 'self explaining roads' concepts into the standard to 
avoid add on solutions following design failures. & 

·  Inclusion of sustainability concepts (rain garden & soak pits to be added to the 
current piped water disposal designs) 

 
Members of the NZS committee represent a wide range of interests in the application of 
this Standard, and they would like to ensure that any necessary changes are brought to 
their attention for consideration as early as possible in the process.  
 
A draft amended Standard will be available for public comment by September 2009, and a 
final version is expected to be published by March 2010.  
 
Comments and suggestions can be directed to our Transportation Group representative on 
the review: Mark Apeldoorn email mark.apeldoorn@tdg.co.nz 
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There is simply nothing new.  Peter Roach of MWH Wellington found the article below in a 
newspaper clipping from around 1939 although Pete swears it was before his time. 
�
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When building designers and street lighting designers 
work in harmony, anything is possible – unfortunately! 
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Finally, an evacuation plan that says it all. 
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Dementia  Quiz    
 
Below are four ( 4 ) questions and a Bonus question to test your perception, reasoning and 
the quickness of your logical processing.   They are stated simply so you should try to 
answer them instantly.    
 
To assure the accuracy of the results, you should not take your time, but instead, answer 
each of them immediately.   
 
Answers on the next page.    
   
OK?    
   
Let's find out just how clever you really are....  
 
Ready? GO!!! (don’t peek at the answers before you have your own answer)  
 
 
First Question:   
Y�������������	
	�����	������
���
������������������
� �������������������	�	�������
����	���  
�
�����������������
���������	������������������������
��� 	�����������������������
�	���������	��������  

 
 

��������	�
��� � ��
!�������������������"����������������������������� �
� 
 

������	�
����� ��
#������	
�����	�����	
$����� �%�	���������������	������ ��������"���&����%�����������
�������
	"������
�"
�"�������  
 
Take ����� ��������'(����	������������������� 1000 ��������)(���*�����������+(((���
��������,(� . Now add another 1000 ����������+(��������	����������"���
�
�
�
��	�����	�
����� �-������������������	������.����� �+��������,�������� )���	�	��   '��
��������������������	�������������������	�������.��� ���  
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Profession in Print 

"Transportation Cost and Benefit Analysis: Techniques, Estimates and Implications" 
[Second Edition] ( http://www.vtpi.org/tca ) 
This fully-updated document is a comprehensive study of transportation benefits and 
costs, and a guidebook for applying this information for policy and planning analysis. It is 
unique in several important ways. It includes many impact categories that are often 
overlooked. It explains economic evaluation techniques and how to apply them. It provides 
extensive reference information, mostly available through the Internet. It provides costs 
values in a format designed to easily calculate costs and benefits in a particular situation.  
 
  
"Climate Change Emission Valuation for Transportation Economic Analysis" ( 
http://www.vtpi.org/ghg_valuation.pdf ) 
This paper describes climate change impacts and costs, presents methods for quantifying 
and monetizing (measuring in monetary units) these impacts, summarizes published unit 
cost estimates, and explains the values used in the 'Transportation Cost and Benefit 
Analysis Guidebook.'  
  
  
"Setting Up Superstores and Climate Change" ( http://www.vtpi.org/superstores.pdf ) by 
Jean-Marie Beauvais.  
This short paper describes the results of a study indicating that shopping at large, 
suburban 'superstores' consumes more than four times as much transportation energy and 
produces more than four times the carbon emissions as local grocery store shopping. 
  
  
"Costs and Benefits of Varying Per-Mile Insurance Premiums Based Upon Measured 
Risks Specific to Each Mile Driven" ( http://www.vtpi.org/AG_PAYD.pdf ) by Allen 
Greenberg. 
This paper evaluates various price structures for Pay-As-You-Drive (PAYD) insurance 
based on actuarial accuracy and other public policy objectives such as reducing crashes 
and air pollution. 
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First it was don’t drink and drive, then don’t drug and drive, now it is don’t listen to your 
team doing poorly and drive.  Can we blame the road toll on the ABs performance so far 
this year… 
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Conferences, Workshops and Other Reasons to Mix wit h your Peers 

 
The Golden Foot Awards 

New Zealand’s National Walking Awards 
 
Living Streets Aotearoa is asking transport and health professionals to step up to the challenge 
and enter the new National Walking Awards. 
 
These new industry awards will celebrate and recognise New Zealand achievements for walkers, 
by acknowledging innovative new facilities, highlighting national best practise and rewarding 
ongoing commitment by organisations.  The awards are not just for private companies and public 
organisations, but will also reward not-for-profit groups and community organisations.  
 
To recognise the contribution made by these groups, there is one awards category for the best 
small walking project.  This is for projects with a total cost of only $5,000. It also acknowledges that 
sometimes only a light touch is necessary to make a big difference for those on foot.   
 
The categories are:  

�  The New Zealand Best Practice walking Facility 
�  Top commitment to walking by a New Zealand organisation 
�  Consultancy Award for walking excellence in New Zealand 
�  New Zealand Accessibility Innovation Award 
�  Best New Zealand Walking Promotion 
�  Best New Zealand Small Walking Project 

 
The awards will showcase walking innovations and facilitate the sharing of new ideas across the 
country.  The awards will be presented in a high profile ceremony in Wellington in July.  By raising 
the profile of walking friendly infrastructure and promotions, it is hoped that future projects will give 
more consideration to walking friendly designs. 
 
Living Streets Aotearoa is calling for people to nominate their top projects for the awards.  
Nominations close on 19th June.  For information and entry forms visit www.livingstreets.org.nz   All 
nominators will go into a prize draw to receive a free pass to the 2010 Walking Conference. 
 
Living Streets Aotearoa is New Zealand’s New Zealand’s national walking and pedestrian 
organisation, providing a positive voice for people on foot, and working to develop walking-friendly 
communities throughout New Zealand.  Living Streets exists because walking is the invisible form 
of transport, often overlooked or not integrated into transport, public health or land use planning. 
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… continued on next page 
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Situations Vacant 

 
 
 
 

 
Would slow down the boy racers with their lowered suspension I suspect. 
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Your Representatives 

Branch Chairs and Secretaries 
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Management Committee 
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Branch chairs (as noted above) are also co-opted onto the Management Committee. 
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The Final Word  

 
 
 
 


