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Chairman’s Chat 

The second year of the current National Committee has passed with the existing Committee 
members being re-elected at the IPENZ Transportation Group AGM in November 2008.  The past 
year was busy for the National Committee in that it saw the completion of the Rules of the IPENZ 
Transportation Group (currently awaiting ratification by the IPENZ Board), the “IPENZ 
Transportation Group Portfolio Roles and Responsibilities” (an aide memoire to assist those who 
are elected to a Committee within the Group), the Branch Financial Procedures, and a revision of 
the Conference format which was used at the Conference in New Plymouth. 

 

This year, the National Committee will be revising the Strategic Plan and its associated Action Plan 
so that it can be adopted at the 2009 AGM.  Complementing this will be the development of a 
Group Scholarship Scheme.  With this review, we will be seeking your feedback on the draft once it 
is completed and it is likely that there will be two or three iterations in order to ensure that it is 
comprehensive and addresses the needs and future direction of the Group. 

 

The Transportation Conference in 2008 was held in New Plymouth with some 170 delegates 
attending.  There was a wide range of topics and papers aimed at sharing knowledge and keeping 
Group members informed and the conference was very successful in this regard.  Peter McCombs 
and John Foster were made Life Members of the IPENZ Transportation Group for their outstanding 
service both to the Group and the profession.  I pass on my thanks to all involved in making the 
Conference a success and special thanks goes to the Central Branch and Glenda Harding and her 
team. 

 
I was able to attend the SNUG Workshop (Traffic Signals Workshop) in Whangarei in mid 
November where some 50 delegates were provided with interesting presentations on a diverse 
range of practices, standards, and new innovations as well as presentations by key staff from the 
RTA (NSW) on changes and improvements to SCATS.  October and November saw the Trips 
Database Bureau present three workshops in the main centres on Trips and Parking Assessment 
and the MUGS (Modelling User Group) hold their inaugural conference.  I pass on my thanks to all 
Group members responsible for making these happen. 
 

The events are important as a mechanism for information and knowledge sharing among our 
profession.  In addition, they provide opportunities to meet and get to know a wide range of 
practitioners.  The National Committee has become aware of the number of Group activities 
occurring around the same time and will be looking to see how these can be scheduled so as to 
provide the greatest benefit to the Group.  This exercise will also take into account other 
conferences and workshops that are likely to be of interest to the Group members.  One likely 
outcome of this will be a change of month in which the Transportation Conference is held given 
that it is the premier event of the IPENZ Transportation Group. 

 

On a more sombre note, John Toomath, one of our outstanding peers and a Life Member of the 
Group, passed away in early November.  John was well known to many in our industry and 
especially so in the Wellington Region and had been involved with the IPENZ Transportation 
Group for a number of years through his career.  While I was unable to attend the funeral service, I 
know that it was well attended by members of the IPENZ Transportation Group and special thanks 
to Roger Dunn for attending the funeral on behalf of the National Committee.  I pass on my thanks 
to all those who spoke of John at the service, as I know it is not an easy thing to do.  My personal 
condolences go to John’s family in their time of sadness. 
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I was also made aware that Arthur Sims, the “father” of SCATS passed away in October 2008.  A 
number of our Group members would have got to know Arthur through their use of SCATES and 
CLOFFSET when developing signal co-ordination plans.  Arthur could rightly be regarded as a 
genius given the subsequent success of SCATS throughout the world.  I know that those members 
of the Group who are also members of AITPM passed on the condolences of the Transportation 
Group to his family. 

 
In closing, I hope that you and your family have a safe, pleasant, relaxing, and well-deserved break 
over the festive season and best wishes for 2009. 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 
Bruce Conaghan 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sometimes finding your bike is half the challenge …
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Editorial 

I am writing this from my temporary office in Halifax, Canada.  Looking back through my 
diary I have once again had a year of travel, with the year commencing in Toronto, then 
returning to NZ, a period in India, a now in Canada again after a short project in Barbados.  
From my perspective, our skills are in as much demand as ever, and engineering 
continues to be one of the most transportable of professions. 
 
In this issue we note the passing of another of our stalwart members – John Toomath.  
John was elected a life member of the group in 2007 in recognition of his contribution to 
the profession. 
 
We celebrate the awarding of two more life members – John Foster and Peter McCombs.  
Both John and Peter have contributed much to the profession, and will hopefully be able to 
do so for many years to come. 
 
Of interest over the coming months will be what the change in government means for the 
transport sector.  Very little in the way of transport policy was announced during the 
election campaign, so we will all have to wait a while to get a clear picture of what is likely 
to be coming up for us.  However the indications are that spending on infrastructure will be 
used as a means of keeping the economy ticking along during these economically 
challenging times. 
 
It was good to catch up with a number of you at the TG conference in New Plymouth.  It 
was my first visit to New Plymouth and I was impressed by the positive feeling of the 
place.  Congratulations of the organising committee for a job well done. 
 
In the coming weeks we will be sending out a survey to all members to better understand 
the conferences that each of you attend.  We (the National Committee) are aware of the 
conflicts that occurred during the latter half of 2008 and will be trying to work with the other 
conferences to see what can be done about spreading the load. 
 
In the interim, I wish you all a merry Christmas wherever you may find yourself.  For me it 
will likely be a white one, with snow already on the ground here in Halifax.  Who knows, I 
may even get to have another mid-winter swim (Polar Bear Dip) on New Years Day.   
 
Take care and catch you in 2009, 
 
Ian 
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Letters to the Editor 

READING THE ROAD 
 
In a recent article, "Distracting Miss Daisy", in the July/August 2008 copy of the Atlantic magazine, 
John Staddon, professor of psychology at Duke University, contrasts road safety practice in The 
USA and the UK.   
 
He says the USA system is very prescriptive, based on controls such as Stop signs and continually 
varying speed limits, and suggests that searching for these, generally at the side of roads, 
competes for the limited attention the driver has available with serious results.  In addition he 
claims that drivers are effectively trained to rely on signs for guidance as to appropriate behaviour, 
rather than make their own judgements, they get to the stage when they see no reason to slow 
down when it rains.  He claims the dominant motive in the USA traffic control community is distrust. 
 
He contrasts this with the UK, where there are almost no Stop signs which tell you how to drive but 
rather the use of Give Way controls which only define who has the right of way, and the wide use 
of roundabouts.  He describes the UK system as getting information from the roads rather than 
from signs.  He suggests the lower accident rates in the UK are partly a result of this different 
approach to giving information to road users. 
 
My experience has led me to believe that traffic engineers can only really do two things to improve 
road safety: 
* Ensure that road users have sufficient information to make good decisions. 
* Design the road environment so that if users make bad decisions, the consequences are as 
kind as possible. 
 
In this context, information is far more than signs telling drivers how to behave, but is largely about 
how the road environment reads to users. 
 
In my observation far too many local practitioners tend to go the USA way, and rely on prescriptive 
controls to address accident problems, ordering people what to do.  This is combined with slavish 
adherence to the various guides and manuals without full consideration of what the real problem is 
or what driver behaviour is being looked for.  This approach is often unsuccessful and can make 
matters worse. 
 
Good traffic engineering needs far more than this.  It needs to understand the behaviour of road 
users and how this will be affected and modified by the roading environment that the designer is 
creating.  It is this total road environment that gives users the information they need to make good 
decisions.  The aim is to get users to behave appropriately as a natural response, rather than from 
controls. 
 
Tools include the road surface, lane widths, edgelines, flush medians and pedestrian refuges, 
curves and how they appear to users, use of trees to tighten the visual appearance of a road, the 
treatment of intersections so they have the appearance of an intersection to approaching users 
and the presence of the intersection is obvious to approaching traffic, etc. 
 
Two recent examples I have been involved with are: 
* A wide road in a shopping centre with angle parking.  The problems included high traffic 
speeds, cars moving from parking spaces being hit, and stress for pedestrians crossing the wide 
road.  A narrow flush median was installed, with narrow moving lanes and edgelines defining the 
manoeuvring area for parked vehicles.  The result, lower speeds, predictable vehicle paths, less 
accidents and happier pedestrians who could cross in two stages due to the central refuge.  Driver 
behaviour was considerable modified. 
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* Two cross intersections with high accident rates.  Both had Give Way control, but the 
presence of an intersection was not obvious to approaching traffic and approaching motorists were 
probably driving at a lower attention level and not ready to deal with cross traffic.  In both cases 
works were carried out on the road to make the presence of an intersection more obvious.  In one 
case, tear drop islands were used, in the other, right turn bays were painted.  In both cases the aim 
was to make it look like an intersection to approaching users. 
 
Design your roads so they give good information to users, and as part of this remember that in 
urban conditions in general, "Tight is Beautiful". 
 
Graham Dickson 
BE(Hons), Dip TP, FIPENZ. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have a view on a transport issue, then send it to the editor 
 

Dr Ian Greenwood 
Editor Roundabout 
c/o Opus International Consultants 
PO Box 5848 
Wellesley St 
Auckland 
 
Email: ian.greenwood@opus.co.nz.   

 
The editor reserves the right to not print all submissions and to seek a response to letters. 
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Members Information 
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John passed away on 3 November, 
which was the opening day of the 
Group’s Conference in New Plymouth.  
However, as none of us there knew until 
later, a minute silence was observed at 
the beginning of the final day.  As many 
will know, John was elected to Life 
Membership of the Group at the 2007 
Conference held in Tauranga. He was a 
member of the initial IPENZ 
Transportation Group National 
Committee which had its inception in 
1973.  He was the initial joint Editor of 
the Group’s Newsletter (now 
Roundabout) until 1977.  More recently, 
John convened the Conference of the 
Transportation Group.  John has always 
been generous in his contributions to 
the Group and gave unreserved 
commitment to the Group, the 
profession and society.  

Below are some highlights from our 
perspectives; mine, Roger Dunn, as a 
close High School friend / sportsman 
and professional colleague; from Bill 

Frith, as a professional work colleague and from Bill Robertson, a close family friend of 
John and Maureen for over 40 years.  

John’s initial home was in Palmerston North where he attended PNBHS.  He was in the ‘A’ 
class, a high achiever in rugby, athletics and cricket (1st XI) and a Prefect. Unfortunately, a 
serious rugby injury prevented him from furthering a very promising sporting career.   

In his final year at PNBHS, John decided to join the then Transport Department  on a 
cadetship which would enable him to attend University and complete a BSc and then a 
specialised Masters degree. He is responsible for enlightening the writer, a fellow PNBHS 
colleague at the time in 1956 who asked, “… . . and what is a traffic engineer?”. 

While in Christchurch, and always one to get his priorities ‘in order’, John met the lovely 
young Maureen Southy. In 1963, they were married and left for Sydney where John 
completed his MEngSc degree at the University of New South Wales.  

On their return, John and Maureen were positioned in New Plymouth, then Hamilton, then 
Auckland and then to Wellington.  They became the proud parents of daughter, Linley in 
1965 (New Plymouth), elder son Peter in 1966 (Hamilton) and their younger son Mark in 
1968 (Auckland). 
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As many will know, John had a distinguished career in the public service sector, mainly in 
the Ministry of Transport and the Land Transport Safety Authority.  He occupied a number 
of important managerial positions in the Road and later Land Transport Divisions of the 
Ministry and later the Land Transport Safety Authority (LTSA).  In 1975, John was 
appointed Chief of Traffic Research, then in 1985 to Assistant Director (Engineering & 
Research) of Road Transport.  At the time of his retirement from the LTSA in 1997, John 
was the Director’s Road Safety Advisor. He also held the Chairmanship of the Traffic and 
Safety Committee of the National Roads Board Road Research Road Unit.  

Most of the highlights of John’s career were given in his Life Membership Citation which 
was published in Roundabout last year. Major achievements undertaken by John during 
his career have included: the initiation of travel measurement in New Zealand with the 
1976 survey of drivers' exposure to risk, the ‘great grandparent’ of the present day NZ 
Continuing Travel Survey; the development of the first National Road Safety Plan, with its 
safer roads, people and vehicles emphasis (which was copied by the Australians and now 
is called the ‘safe system approach’); the graduated driving licence system; the highly 
successful programme to reduce high risk road crashes; the initiation of  community road 
safety in NZ with a series of seminars around the main centres in mid-1990; the 
introduction of compulsory breath testing; a lower alcohol limit for motorists; compulsory 
seat belts and the establishment of motor vehicle safety standards. His considerable 
international reputation enabled him to facilitate visits by a number of road safety experts 
to NZ, most notably Barbara Sabey (on the hazardous location investigation programme). 

John has received a number of accolades. These have included the NZAA Award for the 
best Paper at the Group Conference twice, in 1980 and 1997. He also received the 
Graeme Grove Medal from the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons in 1990 for his 
contribution to road safety. In 1997, John was elected a Fellow of IPENZ - he  was also a 
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport. 
 
Sport was an important part of John and Maureen’s life. John really enjoyed cricket playing 
it, watching it and keenly supporting his sons’ and grandchildren’s cricket. John was a 
valued interclub player for Ngati Toa Tennis Club over many years where he served as 
President. He was also a member of the Kapi Mana Veterans Tennis Club and a regular 
member of the Kapi Mana team which attended venues at the NZ Easter Teams tennis 
tournament throughout NZ. John also enjoyed playing golf and after retirement took this up 
more seriously. This resulted in winning a bronze medal at the Masters Games in 
Wanganui.  

John shared his love of music with Maureen and his family, including his sister Beverly.  
John had a fine bass voice and enjoyed singing in church and Orpheus Choirs and 
Barbershop. He was recently made a Foundation Life Member of the Harbour Capital 
Chorus which was formed 20 years ago.  John was a member when they won a National 
Gold award and also a member of several Quartets who won awards at the Nationals. In 
addition, John was very active in Barbershop administration including Chorus Manager 
and President and Regional Representative on the National Executive.  

Also, John was also very active in the wider community throughout his life.  He was a 
member and Chairman of the Aotea College Board of Governors during its very successful 
establishment years. While in the public service, he had been a representative on the 
Public Service Association. After retirement John served as an Executive Committee 
member on the Government Superannuitants Association. This involved representing the 
Waikato Branch of the Association at Executive Meetings, chairing the publications 
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committee, and attending the Annual Council meeting with the Branch representatives.  
David Swallow immediate Past President of the GSA, previous State Services 
Commissioner and Housing Chief Executive, sums up the high regard for John in the 
public service. “I first met John nearly 50 years ago when we were both at Antrim House. I 
found him a gentleman then and he never changed”.  

“I never had a better boss”, another valued tribute and quote from work colleague, Bill 
Frith.  

John had a strong spiritual and religious belief which he lived and practiced throughout his 
life. John throughout his life did all the important caring things very well.  

We salute you JBT!!! 
 
Roger Dunn, Bill Frith and Bill Robertson 
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Welcome to New Members of the IPENZ Transportation Group.  
 
The management committee of the group have approved the nomination of the following new 
members. 
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Membership enquiries can be directed to the membership secretary: 
 
Matt Ensor 
Beca 
PO Box 6345 
Auckland 
Matt.ensor@beca.com 
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By Malcolm Douglass 
 
This is a history from 1956 to 2006 of the activities and the members of the   
Transportation Group of the Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand. 
 
This informative record also considers the changing environment, the political  
circumstances and the evolution of transportation in New Zealand over the past 50 years. 
With 33 illustrated pages of photographs and drawings it will be of interest to those 
involved in land transport which is so necessary to a modern and vibrant community. 
 
The book contains a wealth of historic and institutional detail of interest to professionals, 
elected politicians and people involved in planning and community development.  
 
This record fills a gap of value to engineers and the book will provide a ready reference on 
many aspects of the landmarks and development of land transport in  
New Zealand. 

 
Copies available by contacting; 
Don McKenzie  | Senior Associate  
Traffic Design Group Ltd | PO Box 2592 | 16 Turner Street | Auckland | New Zealand 
| ph 64 9 302 0901 | fax 64 9 373 3539 | www.tdg.co.nz 
Cost $25 incl GST and P&P in NZ. 
 
 
All NEW members of the IPENZ Transportation Group w ill receive a FREE copy of the above book.  
Prospective members, please complete the form a few  pages on. 
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Side Thrust Gauges 
 
The Transportation Group purchased a stock of this essential traffic engineering tool, thanks to the initiative 
of Land Transport NZ (Christchurch office). ViaStrada Ltd, who volunteered to organise the distribution and 
hold the stock on behalf of the Transportation Group, still have approximately 20 units available.  If you 
haven’t placed an order yet but would like to, please contact helen@viastrada.co.nz. 
 
Please see http://viastrada.co.nz/story/side-thrust-gauges for more details. 
 
Costs are $207.10 for the side thrust gauge, and $169.90 for the suction clamp to fasten the device to your 
vehicle. They can be purchased together or separately.  Prices are exclusive of GST and courier costs, 
however if you collect the items yourself, the courier cost will be waived. 
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Send your news on members to: 
 

Dr Ian Greenwood 
Editor Roundabout 
c/o Opus International Consultants 
PO Box 5848 
Wellesley St 
Auckland 
 
Email: ian.greenwood@opus.co.nz.   
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On 2 October 2008 the NZPI Young Planners Group in conjunction with the IPENZ 
Transportation Group (Auckland Branch) held an event aimed at aligning the two 
professions on ‘common ground’. The event provided a social networking opportunity for 
young professionals with an interest in the transportation sector, the ‘common ground’ 
being one that seeks to provide high quality urban outcomes that integrate transport and 
land use planning. 
 
The event was sponsored by the NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) and hosted by Simpson 
Grierson. Presentations were made by NZTA young professionals offering an insight into 
projects that require planners, transport planners and engineers to work together towards 
providing the best possible solution.  
 
The event was keenly attended by about 70 young planners, transport planners and 
transport engineers. The beer, wine, food and fine views from the 28th floor of the Lumley 
Centre were well appreciated by all attendees. 
 
The success of this event provides a good platform to base future young professional 
events between the planning and engineering professions. Watch this space for more in 
2009. 
 
Matthew Hinton 
IPENZ – Transportation Group (Auckland Branch) 
Matthew.Hinton@maunsell.com 
 
Matt Skellern 
NZPI Young Planners Group 
Matthew.Skellern@arc.govt.nz 

 
Some speed reduction signs are unnecessary - Ed 
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IPENZ TG Conference and Prize Winners - New Plymouth , 3 to 5 November 2008.  
 
This year’s Conference in the TSB Showcase in New Plymouth had a number of features. 
The programme commenced with a function at the spectacularly located Okurukuru 
Restaurant with cliff top views of the Tasman Sea with cattle grazing and grapevines 
nearby, with a perfectly snow covered  Mt Taranaki not far away. 

The next days were largely focused on the presentation of 28 Papers and Technical 
Notes. Unlike previous years, there were no Remits.  

A highlight presentation was given by Nick Rabbets (Dorset County UK) and the keynote 
speaker was Philip Andrew (Clemenger BBDO). 

The dinner on Tuesday evening was held in the TSB Bowl of Brooklands, another 
excellent occasion.  Although some wet weather appeared, this did not dampen the 
activities of the evening which included honouring new Life Members John Foster and wife 
Jill and Peter McCombs and wife Beverley.   

The Group AGM was held on Monday late afternoon and the Trips Database Bureau AGM 
on Wednesday early morning.   

The technical tours comprised walking, cycling and bus options to view the proposed 
extensions to the current 12km foreshore walking and cycling way being extended to 
Waitara, and some State Highway upgrade projects in the same direction. Very 
impressive! 
 
The presentations, including the 3M award presentations, were again of a very high 
standard. Congratulations to the winners of the Prizes which are listed below.  

AA Award for Best Transportation Paper:   
Matthew Ensor, Dr Ngoc Nguyen and Michael Daley - "Using ITS data fusion to access 
network performance and corridor initiatives  
 
Best Young Author:   
Megan Fowler - "Staged Pedestrian Crossings"  
 
Best Technical Note:   
Steve Abley and Reuben Williams - "Public Transport Accessibility Levels"  
 
Highly Commended Papers:   
Bill Rice - "How we got to school - A study of travel choices of primary school pupils"  
Steve Higgs and John Hassan - "A practical approach to integrated land use planning"  
 
Highly commended technical note :  
Gansen Govender and David Maritz - "Part-time metered signal at Ngongotaha 
Roundabout"  
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Paul Durdin - "A strategy to preserve road hierarchy"  
 
3M Traffic Safety Innovation Award Winner:   
Mike Smith (MWH New Zealand), David Pinkney, Mitch Tse, Brian Neill, Karisa Rabiero, 
Andy Milne - "Pedestrian Crossing Warning Lights Trial"  
 
3M Traffic Safety Innovation Award Finalists :  
Peter Mortimer (Downer EDI Works), Michael Flatters (MWH), Murray Clarke (NZTA), 
Kevin Barclay (Downer EDI Works) - "SH8 Beaumont Slip Active Warning System.  
Ann Fosberry, Karen McNatty, Clare Cassidy (GHD Ltd) - "Manawatu District Council 
Route Studies" 
 
 

The full programme is now on the web at 
http://www.hardingconsultants.co.nz/ipenz2008/programme_theme.html 

 

 
Many thanks to the Conference Committee of Glen Prince (Chair), Eliza Sutton, Andrew 
Edgar, Michelle Lewis, Andrew McLeod, James King, Peter Bradshaw and Paul Barker 
and Glenda Harding plus Sally and Libby for a most enjoyable, useful and well organised 
time. Thanks to the Conference Judges, Fergus Tate (Chair), Terry Brown and Bill Frith 
and the 3M Judges, Bruce Conaghan, Matt Ensor and Ian Greenwood. 
 
Roger Dunn, 2008 Conference Convener 
 

 



 

18                                       ����� ����� ������	







 ��
�������� 









'���������!���������



 

��
��������� 




����
 ���������		
 





































�	


'���������!���������

 



 

20                                       ����� ����� ������	







 ��
�������� 









'���������!���������

 

 



 

��
��������� 




����
 ���������		
 





































��


'���������!���������

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

22                                       ����� ����� ������	







 ��
�������� 









'���������!���������

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

��
��������� 




����
 ���������		
 





































��


'���������!���������

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

24                                       ����� ����� ������	







 ��
�������� 









'�������(���
 ���

Members Articles   

  

.	&�	��,���
��	
��������
����	�&��������/0��+���#�� ��/1123�

 
44 Engineers attended the “ IPENZ- North Shore City Council” Busway  site visit which 
was held at the end of August on Aucklands North Shore. 
 
IPENZ (The Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand) is the body which 
represents about 10000 professional engineers.  
The Auckland Branch has 3500 Members  from a range of disciplines. 
The Branch seeks to raise awareness of the engineering profession/issues in the wider 
community.  
 
The $300 m Northern Busway  consists of a public transport network of five stations linked 
by an 8.7 km road exclusively for buses. A 6.2 km two-lane road running alongside the 
SH1 Northern Motorway from Constellation Drive to Esmonde Rd, and then continuing in a 
2.46 km single bus lane to the Harbour Bridge. 
 
The Busway  was officially opened on 4th February 2008 and has already proved to be 
very popular with North Shore commuters. 

 
Pedestrian Overbridge connecting from one side of t he motorway to the other 

 
The “IPENZ - NSCC” site visit was organized by Engineers Anthony Blom and Elena 
Bacarji. 
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The NSCC  kindly provided a free guided tour onboard a MAXX/Ritchies bus which 
included  a drive through of all stations (Albany, Constellation, Sunnynook, Smales Farm 
and Akoranga), and their respective parking areas.  
  
It was very interesting for the engineers to stop and look around the Albany and Akoranga 
stations where particular interest was shown in the park and ride facilities and a very 
convenient $1 m pedestrian overbridge across the motorway. 
 
Anthony Blom  who is Northern Busway Station Team Leader introduced the many varied 
aspects of Northern Busway route. Including the history dating back to late 1980’s, design, 
budget, safety and security, timetable/GPS information, and the current issues in 2008. 
 
At Akoranga Station the group of engineers had an opportunity to meet with 
representatives from the Northern Busway Team (Contractors, Consultants and Clients). 
This team were the winners of the Arthur Mead Award 2008 and eager to discuss the 
project generally and construction challenges. They were also treated to talks from 
representatives from NZ Strong, Fletcher Construction and North Shore City Council. 
 
As well as the usual spread of Engineers from different companies and organizations, it 
was encouraging to see a few Engineering students from Auckland University  and a 
couple of retired Engineers among the attendees. 
 
There has been a lot of excellent feedback from the attendees including the following; 
“My thanks for the information and to all of those who organised the event- It was well 
worth going along; well done!”  Alex Lanning. 
 
The events recently organized by IPENZ include; The Devonport Navy Base, Britomart, 
The  Hobsonville Peninsula Project etc all have provided great opportunities for members 
to meet socially and to network. 
All participants enjoyed the Northern Busway Tour it was a well planned and very 
informative social event.  
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By Elena Bacarji  
October 2008 
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808m give or take a metre. 
Yep, it is big, very big. Stands out for 
miles. I did some concrete sump pit 
covers for it last week. They were 
destined for Level 160. That’s a long way 
up. 
 
Half way up and to the right of this photo 
(sort of kidney shaped site) is a site (its 
called Burj Tower, Lot 29/30. A 
residential building of two towers, each 
around 35 stories each with a common 
podium at level 4). I am manufacturing, 
supplying and fitting 2800no. exposed 
aggregate (Omani white chip with a 
pinky sand flavour in various depths of 
etch and loads of decorative grooves) 
precast external wall panels onto.  
 
This project finishes for me and my 
precast team on Nov 27th 2009.  This 
photo is about 6 months old. The 100m 
spire was being jacked up through the 
middle of the tower out at the top. I think 
it’s got abut 80m to go. The other big 
tower (the mile high one) underway here 
has also slowed down due to the credit 
crunch. Gets to us all in the end I 
suppose. 
 
Just down off the photo at the bottom is 
the Dubai Mall which opened last week. 
Largest shopping centre outside USA 
1200 shops and a humongous aquarium 
– sharks, stingrays, neon tetras - that 
sort of fishy stuff. Apparently if you 
walked every walkway in the Mall it is a 
14km trek which probably proves shopping can be good for you, but unfortunately it’s the same as the other 
Malls here, just a lot more of it.  
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 For more contact Roger Boulter at boulter@maxnet.co.nz 
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Profession in Print 

 
NZ Transport Agency recently released documents: 
�  on pedestrian planning.  Further details are at:  
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�  Managing transport challenges when oil prices rise 
http://www.ltsa.govt.nz/research/reports/357.pdf  
Research Report 357 – August 2008 
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Before and After   - I understand the skid marks were from someone being chased and they 
were travelling at about 100+. 
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Conferences, Workshops and Other Reasons to Mix wit h your Peers 
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IPENZ Transportation Group Technical Conference Pap ers Online 

 
Since the introduction of the standalone IPENZ-TG Technical Conference in 2001, there have 
been a wide range of very interesting and informative papers presented each year. To preserve 
this collection for the benefit of the industry, PDF copies of the papers have been made available 
online at the IPENZ-TG website; see: 

http://www.ipenz.org.nz/ipenztg/papers/ 

(or go to “Archives” from the main IPENZ-TG homepage) 
 
The 2007 conference papers from Tauranga have recently been added to the collection. Details of 
the Group award winners for each year are also listed on the webpages. 
 
These papers have also been added to the US Transportation Research Board “TRIS” database 
(http://ntlsearch.bts.gov/tris/ ), a major international search tool for transport-related publications, 
with over half a millions records stored (a very handy place to start your transport investigations!). 
So they will also be readily accessible to the international transport community (as well showing up 
to anyone online via Google and the like). 
 
I hope you find these conference papers webpages useful. Also please let me know if there are 
any corrections required to the information provided. 
 
For those of you wanting to look at the actual presentations from these papers and other workshop 
remits, they are available for the most recent years from the “Events” page of the IPENZ-TG 
website. 
 

Glen Koorey 
(Glen.Koorey@canterbury.ac.nz , 03-3642951) 
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Situations Vacant 
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Your Representatives 

Branch Chairs and Secretaries 
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Management Committee 
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Branch chairs (as noted above) are also co-opted onto the Management Committee. 
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The Final Word  

 
 

A sealed road Nelson Style … 


