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Chairman’s Chat 

 
Well, another year has dawned and we are nearly a quarter of the way through.  On behalf of the 
National Committee, I trust that each and everyone had a safe and relaxing break over the 
Christmas period.  I have no doubt that 2008 is going to be another busy year and we, individually 
and collectively, will have many challenges to face throughout the year. 
 
As many will be aware, I have left Manukau City Council to move to Dunedin to take on the role of 
Senior Traffic Engineer.  One of the primary reasons for me moving south is to undertake 
postgraduate studies in Botany and Zoology at the University of Otago given that it has a 
magnificent natural laboratory with so many different environments from coastal to alpine.  
Completing the postgraduate qualification will provide me with the opportunity to move into a role 
of conservation management or biodiversity management at some time in the near future.  Unusual 
to make such a move and a midlife crisis maybe, but I am sure that each and everyone of us has a 
“heart” job, the one job that we would really like to do for the rest of our careers.  There is no doubt 
that we can not achieve our “heart” job unless we are committed to it and recognise that we may 
have to make some sacrifices in order to achieve it. 
 
At the National Committee level, we have developed a strong and positive working relationship 
with IPENZ and especially so in the Policy area.  The reason for this is to provide our industry with 
a wider voice to be heard on any submissions that are made in regard to the transportation 
industry.  However, if we are to have some measure of success, it is imperative that each and 
every one of you take the opportunity to provide comment and feedback.  I recognise that some of 
the timeframes may not always be adequate but at the National Committee level, I give you my 
assurance that we will make sure that you are given as much time as possible in which to provide 
your comments.  By the time you read this, we will have made a submission on the draft New 
Zealand Transport Strategy document and which will be included on the Transportation Group 
website.  I am aware that there are diverse opinions across our industry but the National 
Committee will aim to ensure that such diverse opinions are recognised in any submission made to 
the respective agencies.  I do recognise that as individuals, we may have opinions or comments 
that are inconsistent with our organisations but such individual comments and feedback are 
invaluable in terms of the industry at large. 
 
On a personal note, I must pay credit to Land Transport New Zealand for setting up the Traffic 
Control Devices Steering Group especially given the ongoing problem of not having a reference 
group for signs and markings as many of us will be all too well aware.  The Traffic Control Devices 
Steering Group, comprised of industry peers, is responsible for the co-ordination of a number of 
projects undertaken by Working Groups comprising industry representatives who have the task of 
developing best practice guidelines that aim to provide direction to achieve consistent and uniform 
practice nationally.  For the members of the Transportation Group, being on the Working Group is 
a great opportunity and is one in which you can be directly involved in effecting change.  
Personally, I applaud all of those that are or have been involved to date and pass on my sincere 
thanks to both them and their organisations for their commitment. 
 
 
 
Bruce Conaghan 
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Editorial 

As mentioned in the last Roundabout, Bruce Conaghan has relocated from Auckland to Dunedin 
(didn’t Rob Muldoon make a comment about similar movements from NZ to Aussie a few years 
back?).  For those who are unaware, Bruce has been a core part of the Auckland Branch of the 
group for the best part of a decade.  He served on the committee from 1998-2006 (the last four 
years as chairman), before taking up the chairman role on the National Committee when it came 
north and year or so back.  I encourage the Southern region to pick up on Bruce’s experience and 
dedication to the group.  
 
I trust you are all well rested after the summer break and ready to get back into a busy year ahead. 
I was reflecting on some of the material that gets sent to me and how the old adage that a day is a 
long time in politics is so true – so an election year stands to be an eternity (it certainly seems that 
way here in North America, but I digress a couple of thousand kilometres).   
 
It was late last year that reports in the media had the Transport Minister Annette King confirming 
that “..the Government has ruled out any private sector funding in roading….private sector funding 
would not be used to fund any state projects”.  Yet here we are a month or two down the track and 
the issue of the Auckland ring-road tunnel is in the media with Finance Minister Michael Cullen 
stating that they “..would actively investigate digging it as the country’s first public-private 
partnership for major infrastructure”.    
 
With any long term planning, consistency at the top is essential and at present the messages are 
neither clear nor consistent.  How councils are expected to have LTCCP’s in place (with all the 
consultation along with it), when the basic tenets on which they are based are changing must be 
causing consternation in many parts of the country where major infrastructure investments are 
required.  I think of Rodney District with the PenLink project and how the “yes-no-yes” cycle must 
be impacting planning activities there.  No doubt there are many others around the countryside.  
 
One thing that the ring-route project has done is that it has effectively put a price on open space in 
Auckland.  At $2b for a tunnel to avoid an at-grade solution, the environmental, social and cultural 
aspects have been effectively priced in – whether that is an acceptable price is not for me to say, 
but I am sure there will be small communities around the country who would argue that there 
smaller projects aimed at saving lives should be a higher priority than the proposed tunnel to avoid 
houses and green space. 
 
It must be the summer weather, but there seemed to be a lot of articles on cycling in the media of 
recent, so this edition picks up on some of those aspects.   
 
Here in Canada, it has been interesting watching the transport system cope in days of heavy snow.   
And for a country where snow isn’t exactly unexpected it is interesting to note the multi-car pileups 
that regularly occur.  Drivers make statements like “it was snowing so heavy I couldn’t see 
anything” yet when asked if they had considered slowing down there is a look of “I never thought of 
that” on their faces. 
 
For me, my time here in Toronto is nearing an end (I am back in NZ in March hoping to catch the 
end of summer).  Before I leave Canada I am the guest speaker at an Institute of Transportation 
Engineering (ITE) gathering in Ottawa, plus I have to put the finishing touches to a couple of 
projects.  I believe that the Infrastructure Asset Management Framework that we have developed 
up here will put the Province of Ontario on a path to the sustainable management of its 
infrastructure.  Now the big challenges start for the Province as it commences down the road to 
informed decision making and the realisation as to real cost of owning infrastructure. 
Ian. 
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Letters to the Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a view on a transport issue, then send it to the editor 
 

Dr Ian Greenwood 
Editor Roundabout 
c/o Opus International Consultants 
PO Box 5848 
Wellesley St 
Auckland 
 
Email: ian.greenwood@opus.co.nz.   

 
The editor reserves the right to not print all submissions and to seek a response to letters. 
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Members Information 
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Welcome to New Members of the IPENZ Transportation Group.  
 
The management committee of the group have approved the nomination of the following new 
members. 
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Membership enquiries can be directed to the membership secretary: 
 
Matt Ensor 
Beca 
PO Box 6345 
Auckland 
Matt.ensor@beca.com 
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�  James Tinnion-Morgan  has returned to Opus International Consultants Auckland office 
after several years leading the Opus team in London.  James takes up the position of 
manager for the Transportation Group within the civil engineering business. 

 
�  Ian Greenwood  returns to Opus International Consultants Auckland office after spending the 

past 9 months leading the Ontario Infrastructure Asset Management Framework project for 
Opus Canada. 

 
�  Lorraine Wilmshurst  after 14 years service at Christchurch City Council, has joined 

ViaStrada as a traffic engineer.  
 
�  Paul Durdin  has left Beca and joined Abley Transportation Engineers.  
 
 

 
 

Send your mews on members to: 
 

Dr Ian Greenwood 
Editor Roundabout 
c/o Opus International Consultants 
PO Box 5848 
Wellesley St 
Auckland 
 
Email: ian.greenwood@opus.co.nz.   
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Members Articles   

European Transport Conference, 17-19 October 2007, Leiden, the Netherlands. 
By Bevan Woodward 
 
In October last year I attended the European Transport Conference in Leiden, the Netherlands.  
Each of the three days had 10 simultaneous streams of presentations,  consisting of 3 speakers 
each, so a total of 270 papers were presented!   
 
In order to provide an overview, this report covers material only from the plenary speakers and I’ve 
focused on the key topics that seemed to attract the greatest interest. these being: 

1. Road pricing  
2. Holistic approach to transport 
3. Sustainability issues 

 
 
Road pricing 
 
The opening speaker of the conference was Wim Kuijken, Secretary-General of the Dutch MoT.  
He explained how they were planning a complete restructuring of the way motorists pay motoring 
taxes, the Dutch will pay for using their cars, not owning them.   
 
Road pricing will apply to all residents for the entire country based on: 

·  When you drive 
·  What you drive 
·  Where you drive 

 
Consequently, you would be well advised not to drive your Hummer into Amsterdam on a Monday 
morning! 
 
The Dutch officials see road pricing as the most effective technique to reduce congestion, but 
realise it is indeed a “political hot potato”.  Hence they were promoting road pricing as revenue 
neutral and that most motorists would pay less (especially the older generation who don’t drive 
very often but are a significant voting group).  Instead, it is the high users and peak time users 
(predominately business users) who will pay more, but for that they will get improved travel times.    
 
During his opening presentation Wim Kuijken also mentioned that their target for rail patronage 
was a growth of 5% pa.  In the Q&A session that followed I asked him what the forecast growth in 
traffic was, he replied: “Growth?!  We want a reduction in traffic!”   Point taken. 
 
The subject of road pricing seemed to attract the most interest at the conference.  There were 
presentations on the two zone based road pricing schemes in operation in Europe.   They are 
London and Stockholm who have each have experienced a reduction in traffic in the vicinity of 
20%. 
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Holistic approach to transport 
 
A number of keynote speakers talked about transport and the need to take a holistic approach, in 
particular an American consultant, Gary Lawrence of ARUP showed this slide of Whack-A-Mole: 
 

 
 
 
He talked about transport planners’ tendency to solve one problem but inadvertently cause other 
issues and likened this to Whack-A-Mole,  a popular arcade game in the USA where once you 
whack one mole, another immediately pops up!  For example, reducing traffic congestion but 
causing increasing CO2 emissions through induced traffic, or improving access for cars but making 
it less safe for walking and cycling. 
 
A number of speakers encouraged transport planners to take a much broader view of the impacts 
of their projects and find solutions that solve multiple issues, including energy use, land use, air 
quality, inclusion, health, employment, economy, form and space, quality of life, etc. 
 
 
Sustainability issues 
 
There was a notable amount of concern at the conference over the rapid increase in CO2 
emissions from transport.   
 
Professor Jeff Kenworthy of Perth’s Murdoch University presented on their study of 100 cities and 
how those cities with strong rail networks have much lower emissions and more walking and 
cycling than cities with weak or no rail networks. 
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Other speakers reported on their work into social issues of traffic, in particular noise and 
community severance.  It seemed to me that there was a much greater awareness and 
understanding of transport’s contribution to these issues than what I typically encounter in New 
Zealand. 
 
Concluding thoughts 
 
Overall the conference was very informative and had an interesting range of delegates from all 
over the world.  If you’d like to learn about the latest thinking in transport planning then I’d 
recommend you attend, see: www.aetransport.org for details. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me at bwconsulting@clear.net.nz 
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Profession in Print 

The following was originally published in Contractor, Vol 30 No 9, October 2007. Article 
reprinted with the permission of Contrafed Publishing.   Many thanks. 
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Cycleways a Waste of Funds 
Taxpayers are pouring millions of dollars into lining motorways with cycleways that are barely used 
and are building a new bicycle lane the NRMA suggests will effectively cost $300,000 for every 
cyclist that uses it. Despite pleas from Sydney's Lord Mayor for bicycles to reclaim the streets, the 
motoring organisation suggests residents are sticking to four wheels. 
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/money-wasted-on-cyclists-
nrma/2008/01/09/1199554742667.html 
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Big Things in Transport 

 
Donghai Bridge , China ……………………32.5 kilo   meters  
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Is This Taking “Shared Use” Lanes Too Far? 
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Who Said Animals Would Never Use There Designated C rossings  

 
This is the actual turn-off from Banff, Alberta, Canada to the #1 highway to Calgary.   They had to 
build the animals (especially the elk) their own crossing because that was where the natural 
crossing was and after the highway was built there were far too many accidents.   It didn't take the 
animals long to learn that this was their "road."  

  
Now if only they could zebras to use those stripes on the road… 
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GM says driverless cars may be on market in 10 year s 
http://www.theheraldbulletin.com/local/local_story_007000321.html 

Detroit, Jan 7 AP - Cars that drive themselves -- even parking at their destination -- could be ready for sale within a 
decade, General Motors Corp. executives say.  

GM, parts suppliers, university engineers and other automakers all are working on vehicles that could revolutionise 
short and long-distance travel.  

And Tuesday at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas GM chief executive Rick Wagoner will devote part 
of his speech to the driverless vehicles.  

"This is not science fiction," Larry Burns, GM's vice president for research and development, said in a recent 
interview.  

The most significant obstacles facing the vehicles could be human rather than technical: government regulation, 
liability laws, privacy concerns and people's passion for the automobile and the control it gives them.  

Much of the technology already exists for vehicles to take the wheel: radar-based cruise control, motion sensors, 
lane-change warning devices, electronic stability control and satellite-based digital mapping. And automated 
vehicles could dramatically improve life on the road, reducing crashes and congestion.  

Check the website for the rest of the article.
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RR331: Impacts of fuel price changes on New Zealand  transport  

The impacts of petrol price changes on petrol consumption, traffic volume and public transport 
patronage in New Zealand are discussed. Based on this evidence and that from Australia and 
other countries, a set of ‘best estimate’ petrol price elasticities for the New Zealand context, of –
0.15 for the short run and of –0.20 for the medium run, are recommended. 

 
Transport fuel prices in New Zealand (as in other countries) have varied quite dramatically over the 
last five years. Knowledge of the likely market responses to fuel price changes is important for 
transport forecasting applications, such as those for:  

•      Government taxation revenues. 

•      Fuel import demands, and consequent impacts of fuel imports on related macroeconomic 
variables. 

•      Transport demand and its associated energy demand. 

•      Transport emissions, including the impact of climate change policies. 

•      Traffic growth trends, for use in road investment planning and evaluation. 

•      Public transport planning, particularly in regard to future peak demand levels and hence 
rolling stock requirements. 

 
Applications and implications of the impacts of petrol price changes on modelling, policy making 
and further research are made. 
 
Availability:  

Electronic copy, freely available to download from our website: 

http://www.landtransport.govt.nz/research/reports/index.html 

 
   

  

And a similar study from the USA 
 
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/88xx/doc8893/01-
14-GasolinePrices.pdf 
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City's two-wheel transformation 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/feb/09/transport.world1 
This article appeared in the Guardian on Saturday February 09 2008 on p11 of the UK news section. It was 
last updated at 09:22 on February 15 2008.  
 
London is likely to become one of the most cycle-friendly places in the world, with a series of two-wheeler 
superhighways cutting a swath through traffic and congestion. Plans for the super-cycleways will be unveiled 
next week as part of an initiative to stimulate a 400% increase in the number of people pedalling round the 
capital by 2025. 
 
At a cost of £400m, the 12 routes are intended to be the motorways of cycling and are likely to be emulated 
by other cities across the UK. Londoners without bikes will be able to use one of the city's free bicycles. 
"We want nothing short of a cycling transformation in London," said the mayor, Ken Livingstone. "We are 
announcing the biggest investment in cycling in London's history, which will mean that thousands more 
Londoners can cycle in confidence, on routes that take them quickly and safely to where they want to go." 
The cycle scheme is one of several environmental announcements expected in the capital over the coming 
weeks, including a decision on plans for a £25-a-day congestion charge on the highest-polluting vehicles and 
a proposal to re-fit 900 civic buildings across the capital to make them more energy-efficient. 
 
The superhighways will link popular residential areas such as Hackney, Clapham and Kilburn to the city 
centre. The routes are based on a 12-month study of the most popular roads already used by cyclists and 
will have continuous, wide cycle lanes, dedicated junctions and clear signs. 
 
Planners hope the changes will encourage a "critical mass" of cyclists to use the routes, creating a safe and 
accessible environment as well as cutting congestion and pollution across London. "We are aiming to make 
cycling part of public transport and if we can get even 5% of people out of their cars, off the tubes and buses 
and on to bikes it will mean 1.7m cycle trips in London every day," said Mark Watts, transport adviser to the 
mayor. 
 
For the rest of the article refer to http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/feb/09/transport.world1 
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Conferences, Workshops and Other Reasons to Mix wit h your Peers 
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Situations Vacant 
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Your Representatives 

Branch Chairs and Secretaries 
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Branch chairs (as noted above) are also co-opted onto the Management Committee. 
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The Final Word 

 


