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Preamble

Roads and streets are a critical component of urban areas.  The design, management and operation of these facilities have a significant impact on the quality of urban life.  IPENZ Transportation Group (TG) members have a keen interest in, and responsibility for, streets and streetscape design.  We are concerned for the wellbeing of all road users, including pedestrians, cyclists, public transport users, and other motor vehicle drivers and occupants.  We are also concerned for the social good, including the impacts that transportation systems and decisions have on the community.  

We influence urban design through our involvement in planning and design of urban transport systems and infrastructure.  We believe that this influence should be positive for all street stakeholders and urban residents to the maximum extent possible; hence TG’s support in principle for the Urban Design Protocol and good urban design in general.

We support the Government’s policies for a sustainable land transport system.  With more people walking, cycling and using public transport, and using motorised vehicles more efficiently, better use can be made of our transport system, with the result that there will be less noise and air pollution, fewer greenhouse gas emissions, less community severance and greater accessibility for a wider cross-section of society.  

Walking, cycling and public transport have a huge potential to reduce the amount of, and hence the undesirable impacts of, motor vehicle traffic and are thus well able to support sustainable urban life.  But walking, cycling and public transport all benefit from higher land use densities and more compact urban areas than are typical in New Zealand’s towns and cities.  Similarly, mixed land use practices (that encourage local shops in residential neighbourhoods, for example) help reduce motor vehicle traffic and improve the quality of urban life.  

Accordingly, the IPENZ TG supports better integration of land use and transportation planning and policy, including decision-making about the form and siting of new urban developments.  We welcome opportunities to work more closely with other stakeholders to improve the quality of urban planning and design.

This Urban Design Action Plan has been developed through a collaborative approach.  All our members have had the opportunity to be involved.  The plan has been endorsed by the Management Committee and a group of interested members, many of whom are members of our Urban Design Special Interest Group (UDSIG).  This group will play an important role in fulfilling our obligations under the Urban Design Protocol and implementing our Action Plan.

	Urban Design Co-Champions:

	Name
	Chris Harris 
	Wes Edwards

	Email
	Chris.Harris@northshorecity.govt.nz 
	wes@wesedwards.co.nz

	Phone
	(09) 486-8400 x 8801
	(09) 416-3334

	Postal
	North Shore City Council

Private Bag 93500

Takapuna
North Shore
	Wes Edwards Consulting Ltd
PO Box 180081
Luckens Point

Waitakere 0663


Action Plan Tasks – IPENZ Transportation Group

	Action
	Time-frame
	Lead
	Date Achieved

	Championing Urban Design and Raising Awareness
	
	
	

	1. Appoint an Interim Urban Design Champion.


	Feb 05
	MC
	July 05

	2. Establish an Urban Design special interest group (UDSIG) for TG members.


	Oct 05
	Interim UDC
	Oct 05

	3. Post a draft 2005-06 Urban Design Action Plan on TG website and publicise it to members.


	Oct 05
	Interim UDC
	Oct 05

	4. Forward draft Urban Design Action Plan to MfE.


	Oct 05
	Interim UDC
	Oct 05

	5. Publish material on urban design in November 2005 “Roundabout”, with Urban Design as the theme for the issue.


	Nov. 05
	Interim UDC
	Dec. 05

	6. Appoint an Urban Design Champion.


	Dec 05
	MC
	Mar. 06

	7. Revise the 2005-06 Action Plan with feedback from members and deliver to MfE. 


	Dec 05
	MC
	Mar. 06

	8. Revise and deliver the 2006-07 Action Plan to MfE. 


	Sep 06
	MC
	Aug. 06

	Exchanging Information and Research
	
	
	

	9. Establish an urban design section on the TG website.


	Dec 05
	UDSIG
	Dec. 05

	10. Establish an email discussion group for the urban design special interest group and promote to members.


	May 06
	UDC
	May. 06

	11. Discuss the provision of transportation input into continuing professional development in collaboration with other relevant bodies.


	Oct 06
	UDSIG
	

	12. Provide Urban Design papers or remits at the 2006 Transportation Conference.


	Oct 06
	Org. Com.
	Oct 06

	13. Organise and host forums and networks to debate urban design issues at branch level.


	Dec 06
	Branch UDCs
	

	Integrating Management
	
	
	

	14. Participate in a multi-disciplinary workshop with other professionals, and central and local government to ensure integrated approaches to land use and transportation planning and the support of quality urban design.  Organisation done by others.


	Dec 06
	UDC
	Feb. 06 

(MfE Champions workshops)

	Building Capacity
	
	
	

	15. Offer or publicise training and education programmes to members to increase their understanding of urban design issues.


	Mar 07
	UDC
	

	16. Work in partnership with other organisations, local councils and central government agencies to provide effective training and education programmes on urban design at a range of levels for all disciplines involved in managing the urban environment.


	Mar 07
	UDC
	


	Notes.

	MC = Management Committee; Branch Coms = Branch Committees; UDC = Urban Design Champion; UDSIG = Urban Design Special Interest Group; Org. Com. = IPENZ Transportation Conference Organising Committee
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